EQUALITY
property, is social distinction ; the democracy in
England is sometimes said to be indignant at the
existence of so much social privilege ; the word
il class" is said to be abhorrent to the democrat;
but the only classes that he detests are the classes
above him in the social scale, and the democrat is
extremely indignant if he is assigned to a social
station which he considers to be below his own.
I have met democrats who despise and contemn
the social tradition of the so-called upper classes,
but I have never met a democrat who is not much
more infuriated if it is supposed that he has not
social traditions of his own vastly superior to the
social traditions of the lowest grade of precarious
mendicity. The reason why socialism has never
had any great hold in England is because equality
is only a word, and in no sense a real sentiment
in England. The reason why members of the
lowest class in England are not as a rule con-
vinced socialists is because their one ambition is to
become members of the middle-class, and to have
property of their own ; and while the sense of per-
sonal possession is so strong as it is, no socialism
worthy of the name has a chance. It is possible
for any intelligent, virtuous, and capable member
of the lower class to transfer himself to the middle-
class ; and once there he does not favour any
system of social equality. Socialism can never
prevail as a political system, until we get a
majority of disinterested men, who do not want to